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AN ORDINANCE REGULATING
BURGLAR AND HOLDUP ALARM BUSINESSES,
SYSTEMS, AND USERS

WHEREAS, the purpose of this article is to provii@imum standards and regulations applicable
to burglar and holdup alarm systems, alarm busasessarm agents and alarm users; require permits
therefore; establish fees; and provide for punigitroéviolations of provisions as defined in thiticle.

WHEREAS, the Public Safety Board did recommend sidomf these standards and regulations
at its regular meeting of June 5, 2003.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIIOF THE CITY OF GENESEO,
ILLINOIS:

SECTION I: That the above preambles to this ondigashall be made part of and are hereafter a
part of this ordinance.

SECTION II: Title 7, Chapter 12 of the Code of thigy of Geneseo, is hereby added as follows:

7-12-1: Definitions
For the purpose of this article, the following ternphrases, words and their derivations shall liage
meaning given herein:

Alarm agent: Any person who is employed by an alarm busingdseredirectly or indirectly, whose duties
include selling, maintaining, leasing, servicingpairing, altering, replacing, moving, or instadjion or in
any building, structure or facility, any alarm sst Exemption: The provisions of this article ad apply
to a person who engages in the manufacture oogalealarm system from a fixed location and whithee
visits the location where the alarm system is tmblled, nor designs the scheme for physicaltioa and
installation of the alarm system in a specific kima

Alarm system: Any mechanical or electrical device which is desig) or used for the detection of an
unauthorized entry into a building, structure, acility or for alerting others of the commission anf
unlawful act within a building, structure, or fatil or both; and which emits a sound or transmissgnal
or message when actuated and to which police grectad to respond. In this article, the term ‘falar
system” shall include the terms “audible alarm”yt@matic dialing device”, “burglar alarm systemida
“holdup alarm system” as those terms are hereindégned.

Answeringservice: Atelephone answering business providing amorsgitgces receiving, on a continuous
basis through trained employees, emergency sifioatsalarm systems, and thereafterimmediatelynetp
the message by live voice over a signal channalitito the communication center of the police dapant.

Appellant: A person who perfects an appeal pursuant to tlidea

Applicant: A person, firm, or corporation that files an apgtion for a new or renewal permit as provided
in this article.

Audiblealarm: A device designed for the detection of unautharizetry on premises which generates an
audible sound on the premises when it is actuaiéds audible alarm may or may not be combined with
method of transmitting a signal to a remote poilixemption: The provisions of this article are not
applicable to audible alarms affixed to motor védsc

Automatic dialing device: An alarm system which automatically sends oveul@gtelephone lines, by
direct connection or otherwise, a prerecorded vmieesage or coded signal indicating the existehtteeo
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emergency situation that the alarm system is dedigm detect.

Burglar alarm system: A method of detecting and signaling the preseangy or attempted entry of an
intruder into protected premises.

Central station system: A system or group of systems, usually operatedt$arustomers by a person, in
which the operations of protected circuits and deviare transmitted to, recorded in, maintained and
supervised from a central station having trainestafors and guards in attendance at all timeshthad the
duty to take appropriate action upon receipt agaa or message including the relaying of messages
signal channel circuit to the communications cenfehe police department.

City: The City of Geneseo or its authorized employeesyents.

Director alarm system: An alarm system which has the capability of traittemg signals to and receiving
them at the communications center of the GeneskoeHdepartment.

False alarm: The intentional or unintentional activation of alarm system through mechanical failure,
malfunction, improper installation or the negligeraf the owner or lessee of an alarm system oiisof h
employees or agents which necessitates resportbe Beneseo Police Department where an attempted or
actual burglary or holdup does not exist. Sucimiieology does not include, for example, alarms edusy
tornadoes, earthquakes, or other violent conditions

Holdup alarm system: An alarm system signaling a robbery or attemptdxdbeoy.

M odified central station: An office to which remote alarm and supervisognsiling devices are connected,
where operators supervise the circuits and relay niessages by a “signal channel circuit” to the
communications center of the police department.

Police chief: The chief of the police department of the CityG&#neseo, or his authorized representative.

Primary trunk line: A telephone line leading into the communicatiomster of the police department, that
is for the purpose of handling emergency calls peraon-to-person basis, and which line is idexdifiy

a specific listing among the emergency numberstelegohone directory issued by the telephone cognpan
serving the city.

Protected premises: That part of a building, structure, or facilitytich protection is afforded by an alarm
system.

Signal channel circuit: A telephone service that only provides a two-walgghone service from one
location to another location. In the police statid will be used to report emergency signals fram
“answering service”, a “central station” or froniraodified central station” to the police communioat
center on a person-to-person basis.

Subscriber: A person who buys and/or leases, or otherwisermbéan alarm signaling system and thereafter

contracts with or hires an alarm business to moital/or service the alarm device.

7-12-2: Standards and Regulations
The police chief may prescribe reasonable minimtandards and regulations for the construction and
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maintenance of all alarm system installed withia ¢ity. All devices shall meet or exceed suchdzaals
and regulations before permits may be issued paotsoithis article. The police chief may requitspection
and approval of all alarm systems installed witiia city.

Audible Alarms. All alarm systems that emit an audible signal thay be heard by persons outside the
protected building, structure, or facility shalindorm to the following requirements:

a) Every person maintaining an audible alarm shaitide the police chief with the names and
telephone numbers of the persons to be notifiedrider repairs or service and secure the
premises during any hour of the day or night thatdalarm system is activated. It is the
responsibility of every person maintaining an alayatem to assure that the names and
telephone numbers recorded with the police depaittare kept current.

b) No person shall install an audible alarm systédntivcreates a sound similar to that of an
emergency vehicle siren or a civil defense warsiyggem.

c) No person shall install an audible alarm systdnitivdoes not automatically discontinue
emitting an audible sound within one-half hour aités activated.

Prohibited Systems.
a) Automatic dialing devices. No alarm system usangautomatic dialing device will be
allowed to send a pre-recorded voice message @dcsignal over a primary trunk line or

direct line into the communications center of tlige department.

b) Panic alarm. Panic or trouble alarms used toasigny type of fight, disturbance or any
other activity other than an actual or attemptedjlamy or holdup will not be allowed.

Automatic Dialing Device; I ntermediary Services.

a) Persons owning or leasing an automatic dialimicdanay have the device interconnected
to a telephone line transmitting directly to:

1) A central station;
2) a modified central station; or,
3) A licensed answering service.
b) The relaying of messages by intermediate sertact®e police department shall be over a

signal channel circuit on a person-to-person basis.

) The police chief may limit the number of “sigraiannel circuits” that come into the
communications center of the police department.

Police Alarms.
No alarm system equipment, unless police-owne@pathted, shall transmit any message on the pfudse
radio frequency.
Responsibility For Alarm Response.
Every person who has on his premises under hisa@amt ownership an alarm system, audible or sjlent
shall, upon notification that the alarm systemiwsng a signal, proceed within twenty (20) minuteghe

3
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premises and render all necessary services. Ravdwever, that the owner of the premises magr @ntb
an agreement with an alarm business to responid stdad.

7-12-3: Permits

a)

b)

d)

Alarm system permit. No person shall posseas®gan alarm system without first applying

for and receiving an alarm system permit thereffoecordance with the provisions of this

article. The permit shall be kept on the premishere the alarm system is located. The
police chief shall issue an appropriate identifmahumber and establish requirements for
its posting.

Alarm business permit. No person shall engagednduct or carry on an alarm business
without first applying for and receiving an alarmsimess permit therefore in accordance
with the provisions of this article. This includesentral station, modified central station,
and an answering service. The permit shall be &ephe premises where the business is
located. The police chief shall issue an approgridentification number and establish
requirement for its posting.

Agent permit. No person shall engage in, conduaiperate as an alarm agent without first
applying for and receiving an alarm agent pernaitéfiore in accordance with the provisions
of this article.

1) Every person engaged in the business of repasenyicing, altering, replacing,
removing, designing, selling, leasing, maintainmgnstalling alarm systems shall
carry on his person at all times while so engagedlid alarm agent permit and
shall display the permit to any police office upequest.

2) It shall be a violation of this article for thpicant to willfully fail to return an
identification card to the issuing agency or busse&pon termination o his
employment with an alarm business. It shall als@lviolation of this article for
the alarm business to fail to return to the potibeef an identification card issued
by the police chief upon termination of the empl@ytof the alarm agent.

Direct alarm system permit. No direct alarm sgsshall be permitted within the police
department except such as is connected to an todijganel installed in uniform consoles
with uniform operation within the communication ildes of such department pursuant to
a permit issued in accordance with the provisidrthis article.

1) An owner or lessee of an alarm system may awh@m alarm business or alarm
agent to connect such system to an indicator pastllled in the communication
facilities of the police department in accordancéhwthis article, upon first
obtaining a permit therefore.

2) If the location of the communication facilitie$ the police department shall be
changed at any time, the cost of moving any alastesn or parts thereof shall be
borne by permittees.

3) The police chief may limit the number of suchmigs and may set standards and
regulations governing direct alarm systems.

The permit provisions contained in this sectiballsapply to all existing alarm system as

4
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well as any future systems.

Upon approval by the chief of police of applicats for a permit or for renewal thereof, the
chief shall endorse his approval thereon and trériteepermit to the permittee. Permits
shall be applied for renewal on an annual basis.

7-12-4: Applications

Applications for all permits required under thisicde shall be on a form prescribed by the chiepolice
and may request such information as is necessamlvatuate and act upon the permit application.
Applications shall be accompanied by a nonrefureladdjuisite fee as set forth in Section 7-12-6hisf t
Ordinance. The fee is established to cover pati®@tost of investigating and processing the apptins
and permits. The fee shall not be charged on egapins for existing alarm systems.

7-12-5: Investigation; Denial

a)

b)

Alarm business; alarm agent. Every applicattwah alarm business or alarm agent permit
shall require a picture and fingerprints of theleygmt. The police chief shall conduct an
appropriate investigation of the applicant to deiee whether the permit shall be issued.
The police chief may require additional informatadapplicants which he deems necessary
to conduct his investigation. The permit shaldeaied by the chief of police if:

1) The character or reputation of the applicantegednined to be inimical to the
safety or general welfare of the community;

2) The applicant for the alarm business permitamalagent does not comply with the
standards and regulations adopted pursuant taticse;

3) The applicant, his employee or agent has knowimglde any false, misleading, or
fraudulent statement of a material fact in the @jibn for a permit; or,

4) The applicant has had a similar type permit mresly revoked for good cause
within the past year unless the applicant can slaownaterial change in
circumstances since the date of revocation.

Alarm systems; direct alarm systems. The peshatl be denied by the police chief if the
alarm system does not comply with the standardsegulations adopted pursuant to this
article. The permit shall be issued to the pei®saning, using, or possessing the alarm
system. If the permit is denied, the reasons &mial shall be set forth in writing and
provided to the applicant. If the basis for dewih be corrected, the writing shall so state
and shall explain how these correction may be nadkset a reasonable time limit for
making such corrections. The notice of deniallshdrm the applicant that he may appeal
the denial in accordance with provisions of thisli@ance, and set forth the procedure for
appeal.
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7-12-6: Fees
a) Permit fees under this article shall be paicheodity collector. Said fees are as follows:

1) For an alarm system permit, fifty dollars ($5Q.00

2) For an alarm business, central station, modiiedtral station, or telephone
answering system permit, fifty dollars ($50.00) aainfee payable in advance of
July 1 of each year

b) The city reserves the right to own all indicgp@nels and accessory equipment for direct
alarm systems located within the station. In stm$e, each permittee, in addition to the
annual permit fee, shall pay an initial installatiee and an annual user fee, as the same
may be established by ordinance, and uniformlyiegipb cover the cost of the maintenance
of such facilities. In the event the city decidesto own the equipment within the station,
but to provide for its installation and maintenaigea third party, it shall establish and
regulate reasonable fees and charges which maydrged permittees. All such fees
provided in subsection a)1) to be charged by the shall be payable on the date of
installation and shall cover the system until thgident or occupant changes.

) Regardless of the status of an alarm permitybmbers of the police department will
always respond as promptly and effectively as bssb any and all alarm actuations.
However, there will be a service charge for eadkefalarm that the police department
responds to while the alarm permit is under susparm revocation. A fee of twenty-five
dollars ($25.00) will be assessed for each falgglaty alarm and a fee of twenty-five
dollars ($25.00) will be assessed for each falddupoalarm that the police department
responds to during this period. This service charilj be deposited into the city’s general
citizens’ fund. This service charge will not exertige permit holder from the violation
penalty adopted pursuant to this article.

7-12-7: Liability of City

The city shall take every reasonable precauticasBure that alarm signals received by the citygawen
appropriate attention and are acted upon with titbpaNevertheless, the city shall not be liabledny
defects in operation of any alarm devices or sidingls system, for any failure or neglect to regpon
appropriately upon receipt of an alarm from suslarce, nor for the failure or neglect of any paratth

a permit issued pursuant to this article, in cotinacnith the installation and operation of equiprmehe
transmission of alarm signals or the delaying ahssignals. In the event the city finds it necessa
disconnect a defective automatic protective desicegnaling device, the city shall incur no liatyily such
action.

7-12-8: Conflict of Interest

No employee of the police department nor membangfsuch employee’s immediate family shall have any
interest, directly or indirectly, in any alarm bagss within the limits of the city. No such empmeyor
member of his immediate family shall be employedabyalarm business, subject to the provisionsisf th
article.

7-12-9: L ocations Outside the City Limits
The Geneseo police department will be governeddiyeGeo city ordinance regulating burglar and holdup
alarm businesses, systems, and users when resgdodiny alarm for another jurisdiction.

7-12-10: Penalties
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a) Any person or business who violates any provisfahis ordinance shall, in addition to any
other penalty, be subject to a fine of not lesa thaenty-five dollars ($25.00) nor more than
seven hundred fifty dollars ($750.00), subjectubsection c)5) below.

b) In addition to a fine imposed in subsection aja)any permitissued under this article may
be suspended by the police chief for violationof af the provisions of this article, for a
reasonable period of time, not exceed seven (A, daymay be revoked completely.

C) The following shall constitute grounds for susgien and/or revocation of a permit issued
under this article.

1) Where an alarm system is knowingly activated Isylascriber, his employee or
agent in a situation where no burglary or robbsrgatually in progress;

2) Where the permittee, his employee or agent hasvikgly made any false,
misleading or fraudulent statement of material fadhe application for a permit
or in any report or record required to be filedhaany city agency;

3) Where any alarm business permittee or alarm agenharged with a crime
involving moral turpitude or where the characteputation or moral integrity of
the permit holder or his employee is determinechical to public safety or the
general welfare of the community;

4) Where the permittee has had a similar type pepneitiously revoked for good
cause within the past year, unless the applicamtst®@w a material change in
circumstances since the date of revocation; or

5) Where an alarm system, while under a valid peantuates excessive false alarms,
it shall constitute a public nuisance. There shalho penalty for the first two (2)
false alarms by the system in any one calendar. yEhereafter, there shall be a
penalty for each false alarm for the third, fougthd fifth violations in said year in
the amount of $50.00 ($50.00 each or twenty-fivkad® ($25.00) if paid within
thirty (30) days of the issuance of the citatidtor any additional false alarms in
said year, there shall be a penalty of one hundodidrs ($100.00) each or fifty
dollars ($50.00) if paid within thirty (30) days thfe issuance of the citation.

7-12-11: Suspension or Revocation
a) Procedure.

1) The police chief, in the case of suspension] skave the permittee with a written
order of suspension which shall state the reasmmsuich suspension. The order
shall be effective immediately if personally servedforty-eighty (48) hours after
the same has been deposited in the course of tiggiemin the United States
Postal Service. Immediately upon such an ordesrnew effective, the permittee
shall discontinue the use of any alarm system ragua permit under this article
and cease all operations conducted under the aythair any permit issued
pursuant to this article.

b) Appeal Procedure.
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1) The permittee shall have a period of ten (10)pd&ter the issuance of “notice of
suspension or revocation” order to present to kief of police or his designee as
to the circumstances surrounding the incident wthehpermittee considers to be
beyond the control of the permittee or its alarmardg The chief shall have the
authority to dismiss the ticket upon good causewsho

2) Failure to file a letter of appeal within the gaen (10) days shall constitute a
waiver of appellant’s right to review, but the dhién his discretion, may
nevertheless grant such review.

3) If the appellant disagrees with the decisionhef ¢hief, the appellant may have a
hearing before the Public Safety Board on saidematt

c) Surrender of Permit.

If any permit is revoked pursuant to this artithes permittee shall surrender the permit to
the services division of the police department.

SECTION llI: This ordinance shall become effectiyeon its passage by the City Council, its
approval by the Mayor, and its due publicationdén@dance with law.

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CIT®OF GENESEO ON THIS 10 DAY
OF JUNE, 2003 AND APPROVED BY THE MAYOR ON THIS T™DAY OF JUNE, 2003.

Merle LeSage, Mayor
(SEAL)

Frances R. Delp, City Clerk

AYES: 8
NAYS: 0
PASSED: 0
ABSENT: 0

Eberhardt, Ewert, Gillet, Henderson, Kennleticlwig, Peterson, Schmid



STATE OF ILLINOIS )
COUNTY OF HENRY ) SS
CITY OF GENESEO )

I, Frances R. Delp, City Clerk of the City of GeeesHenry County, lllinois do hereby certify that
the foregoing is the original ordinance of OrdinaulNo. 1753.

| further certify that a pamphlet form of said ardince consisting of eight (8) pages and a cover
sheet thereof was published and a copy of such plathwas posted in the municipal building
commencing on the Yday of June, 2003 and continuing for at leas{1&hdays thereafter; copies
of said pamphlet were also available for publigeion upon request in the office of the City
Clerk.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have affixed my official sigture and the seal of the City this"Hday
of June, 2003.

Frances R. Delp, City Clerk



